






“The Downtown Business Association has been a 

catalyst for many initiatives that make downtown 

a more welcoming and vibrant place for residents 

and visitors alike. Our shop is proud to make 

downtown our home, and we thank the DBA for 

generating a real sense of community in our area.”

– Catherine Robb, housewarmings

Pictured: Hudson Madison

Shopping in a dynamic downtown is an experience that 

everyone loves. This desire for downtown shopping is 

increasing year on year as consumers look for specialized 

shopping experiences and retailers provide more ‘out of 

the box’ opportunities including products and services not 

found in big box centres. In a world where these generic 

big box retail strips pop up looking the same in every 

community, consumers seek out locations where shopping 

can be a unique and individual experience. Mixed use 

buildings with retail on the main fl oor and residential living 

above are essential in this formula providing residents with 

options for urban neighbourhood living where walking to all 

their needs is a reality.

Encouraging people to leave their offi ce, their homes 

or their cars to see what is in the downtown if often a 

challenge. At the end of the long day many get in their 

cars or on the bus and head home leaving the downtown 

shop-portunities behind. Investing in public spaces and 

events will help draw people down to the street level and 

to the many things to discover. Many interesting shops 

line the streets of downtown Red Deer making it perfect 

for outdoor strolling. On one block you can stumble 

upon speciality gifts in shops like Paper Crane or Country 

Cupboard (bet you don’t leave empty handed) both 

located on Gaetz Avenue. Just one block over you will fi nd 

Housewarmings on Ross Street where any item will warm 

any house. But if it is your garden or kitchen that needs that 

unique touch, Sunworks is a must visit. 

This year Hudson Madison joined the downtown and some 

say downtown went ‘uptown’ with their arrival. Hudson 

Madison is emerging as one of western Canada’s premier 

interior decorating and design experts carrying exclusive 

hand-crafted and hand-fi nished product lines. With new 

items displayed daily, it is easy to get lost in the sheer 

beauty of the store. We welcome their arrival as well as 

the arrival of Art and Bean, a shop focused on fair trade 

merchandise, and the new owners of Bistro on Gaetz.

With your house sorted, take time for yourself and pick up a 

few wardrobe pieces at the many independent fashion shops 

in the downtown. For ladies wear visit Talk of the Town on 

Ross, Euro-Mode on 49th Street, or Jag Wear on Gaetz.

Rounding out your shopping experience is Rob Rae’s who 

carries both men and women’s fashion. 

Urban fashion is starting to fi nd its niche in downtown Red 

Deer and shops like Alta Boutique on Ross, Dirt Bags on 

48th Street and Muse on 48th Street all carrying new, chic 

and modern brands.

No outfi t is complete without the perfect accessory – shoes. 

Visit Great Strides and …comforts the sole both located on 

Gaetz Avenue for the perfect pair of shoes to compliment, 

or outshine, any outfi t you put on. 

Complementing the shopping scene, downtown offers local 

cultural venues – plays, musical performances and gallery 

showings. First Fridays continue to thrive and performances 

at the Scott Block, CAT Theatre and many art galleries 

in the downtown are growing and establishing a strong 

reputation as the social events to attend in Red Deer. If 

that wasn’t enough, downtown continues to have a varied 

choice of dining choices, pubs, clubs and lounges. 

With all there is to offer in downtown Red Deer, don’t fi nd 

yourself missing out. 



The Clean Team is a dedicated team who work tirelessly 

within the BRZ boundaries to keep the streets, sidewalks, 

downtown ghosts and common areas clean. They also do 

garbage removal, poster removal, pressure washing of 

street furniture and much more. The members of the clea 

n team are also ambassadors for  the downtown, offering 

directions, dining and shopping suggestions, parking 

assistance and they are an extra set of eyes and ears on 

the street.

Sandy and her co-worker Shannon go the extra mile to 

make sure that Downtown Red Deer is clean, fresh and 

comfortable for the residents who live and work here. 

Next time you see them give them a wave!

“Thank you to Sandy for doing such a 

terrifi c job in keeping our downtown 

clean. It is a comfort to see Sandy and 

her truck with the little fl ashing yellow 

light. She is familiar to a lot of downtown 

workers. I appreciate what she does, it 

can’t be easy.” 

– Wanda Ingoldsby, RBC - 

Royal Bank of Canada

AVERAGES PER YEAR:

7956 Garbage cans emptied 

1760 Garbage removal in Parks (summer months)

1404 Recycle cans emptied

1300 Garbage removed from planters

780 Pieces of street furniture pressured washed

416 Directions or assistance given

286 Response to parking issues

208 Removal of fl yers + posters

176 Removal of construction garbage

60 Pick up of abandoned bicycles

48 Removal of dead birds or animals

15 Removal of abandoned appliances/furniture

16 Delivery of found personal effects to RCMP

12 Response to needle exchange program

2 First responder for medical issues

The clean team picks up enough garbage in a year to fi ll 

the Collicutt Centre wave pool approximately 2.5 times.

Pictured: Sandy, Clean Team
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2011 BOARD:

Al Gamble - Chair, Executive Place

Jennifer Powell - Vice Chair, Alberta Employment + Immigration

Mark Poty - Treasurer, Venture Tax & Accounting

Bill Graham - Executive, RIFCO

Lorna Watkinson Zimmer - Executive, …comforts the sole

Katherine Bouchard - Crop Hair Boutique

Bryan Balderson - Diversifi ed Staffi ng Services Ltd.

Davin Kemshead - Advantage Commercial

Terry Krause - Alberta Tourism Parks & Recreation

Brian Olstad - Redpoint Design

Chris Stephan - City of Red Deer Council

Charity Dyke - Greater Downtown Coordinator

2011 STAFF:

Graham Barclay, Executive Director

graham@downtownreddeer.com

Janice Shimek, Promotions Director

janice@downtownreddeer.com

Randy Butler, Communications & Events

randy@downtownreddeer.com

Sandy Dempsey, Clean Team Leader

Shannon Playne, Clean Team

www.downtownreddeer.com

Twitter: @downtownreddeer

Facebook: fb.com/downtownreddeer

Pictured: Veterans’ Park
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